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IV. Olavi Rudbcckij Atlantic*, feu Manheimij, 
Pars Tertia. In qua Vetuftijfima majorum noftrornm 
Atlantidum lapidibus, [ago, &ri, fhe cortici tftynas 
fuas incidendi ratio, una cum tempore, quo ilia prima 
cdperit, exponitur. Necnon Aurei numeri Jingulis an- 
nis iributi, <sr Signorum Cceleftium, qua abhinc ad 
Grdcos <f Latinos funt tranflata, yera origo <$> fig- 
nificatio traditur, Et UU a diliuYio Noacbi prim* 
Mates, atque in Mis prima Atlantidum noftrorum 
forma defcribuntur : qu& migrationes <p betUjub Bo- 
rco, feu Saturno, ejufy filio Thoro feu Jove 
gejia funt, recenjentur : <& denique Scytharum, 
Phoenicum <? Amazonum his ducibus in Imlo- 
Scythiam <r Phoenician! y#* Palaeftinam e Suco- 
nia faB& expeditiones enarrantur. Quibus omnibus 
mythologia perplures, quarum fenfus in hum ufqut 
diem incognitus, hk demum detettus prodit, jucundx 
fane & perquam utiles adjunguntur. Upfalac in 
foL 160/8. 

THis Learned Author divides this Third part of his 
Atlamica into thirteen Chapters*. The -firft Chapter 
treats of the moft Ancient Writings of the Hyperboreans, 
and the Cuftom of the Greeks, and other Nations, of 
taking fome things from them. Here the Author, be- 
fore he gives us an account of the Antiquity of their 
Bjunkk Letters, tells us of a fragment of an ancient 

Writing 



( *»5* ) 

Writing on Velcm, feen by Uricus Schroderut, An. i6%j. 
and infected by him in his Preface to his Lexicon Latino- 
Scandkum, as follows. It happCn'd An. Chrijli iooi. that 
Olauf, Monarch of the Northern World, well feeing the 
Runkk Letters were the chief caufe that the Chriftian 
Religion had made no progrefs for about 185 years 5 
when Bero the Third, King of Sweden, began to tranfplant 
it into the Kingdoms of Scandia, he call'd his Nobles toge- 
ther, and confulted with them concerning a total abslifti- 
ing of the Runkk Letters, and fubftituting the Latin Let" 
tirs in their ftead 5 and it was carried in the Affirmative* 
thofe Letters having maintain'd Idolatry, and the enor- 
mous Do&rine of the Gentiles, concerning the Gods of 
the Barbarians. Thus the Runick Letters being thrown by, 
together with a world of Monuments and Manufcripts, no 
Tomb was fet up after the ancient manner, nor no Monu- 
ment ere&ed, but all long negle&ed for feveral Centuries, 
rill John Bur *m, a Swede, and fortunate enquirer into the 
Swedijb Antiquities, began An. Chrijli 1598. laboriously to 
gather them from Agronomical Staffs, and the moft 
ancient Rocks of Sweden, and fome wdy to-reftore them to 
their ancient glory. The Author having given us this 
fragment concerning the fuppreffion, and reftitutiori of the 
Runick Letters and Monuments, he proceeds to give an 
account of the Antiquity of them, and tells us that the 
faid Schroder in his forefaid. Preface faid the Rmes were 
Invented by Magog the Scythian, and communicated to 
Tuifco, chief Governour of the Germans, An. M. 1709.. 
And he thinks it remarkable, that Magog is there mention'd 
Inventer of the Runes, at that particular time that himfclf 
has fhewn, in his precedent Volume, from Pliny, Wovmiut, 
and their own Writings, that Atlas was one of the firft 
Jn venters of the Runick Calendars, from whom they are 
call'd Atlas s Calendars, or Runfiaffs 3 whom he makes 
alfo Inventer of the true Golden Number, betwixt the year 
ef the World 5800 and 1900, which Number ftands an 
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tmdonbted argument for the tree age of the Runick Calen- 
dars, and the fixteenftotf«:£ Letter/, us'd by their Anceftors 
in writing, and being more ancient than the Letters of 
tnoft other Nations, especially European, as many as have 
been teen to this day : And thefe Letters he fays were for- 
merly rightly call'd by the name of Golden Apples, kept by 
Atlas, till he communicated them to Hercules* And in 
anfwer to thofe who pretend that the Runick Letters were 
a late Invention, he proves that the Greeks did not only 
life the Letters of their Anceftors, but Hkewife took from 
them their common way of writing the fame in the flex- 
ures, or windings of Dragons or Serpents, and often their 
common ways of Speaking. And to (hew that their An- 
ceftors neither receiv'd their Runes from thofe Goths, that 
came to them from Pont Eux'me ( as Conringius thought ) 
where, formerly, going from thera, they had feated them- 
felves $ nor from the Greeks, Latins, or Hebrews $ he here 
prefents us with a Table of the Letters of all thefe People, 
in which he has caus'd to be fet down the Figure, Power, 
Order, Number, and Signification in numbring of each, 
which clearly fets before the Eye what difference or fimili- 
tude there is betwixt them : And concludes it as a certain 
and undoubted truth, that there is no Nation in the whole 
World, known to us, or heard of, which by unanfwer- 
able Reafons and Monuments now in being, is able to 
fhew, or produce Letters more ancient than theirs. On 
the contrary, he cdncludes the Greeks and Vhanicians to 
have receiv'd their Letters from them $ Ancient Writers 
teftifying that Ops, in former Ages, carry'd the Runick, 
Letters, cut in Brafs, to the Greeks-, which the Author, in 
his firft Volume, has (hewn to have been before the time 
ofMaJes. 

Speaking of Sepulchral Monuments, piac'd on Hillocks 
where Men were Buried, and having Dragons and Epi- 
taphs cut in thofe Monuments, the Treafures of the per- 
sons deceas'd being Buried with the Afhes of them in the 
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faid Hillocks 5 he fays it was from this Coftom of their 
Anceftors, that came that folemn ftory of Dragons lying 
on Gold 3 the Greeks and Latins $\(6, by a common con- 
fent, affirming the Genius of a place to be worftnpp'd un- 
der the form of a Serpent. So Servius on the fifth Mntid, 
No f I ace is without a, Genius, which if commonly foewtt by a 
Serpent : And fo Perf. Sat. I. Pinge duos angues 3 pueri Sacer 
eft locus. As to the time that Letters began firft to be 
commonly cut on the Spires of Serpents cut in Rocks, and 
of the report of dead men being turn'd into Dragons, he 
fays we muft look back to the times of Cadmus, whom he 
has prov'd to baveljv'd in the time of Mofes, and to have 
been defcended of a Scythian Race 3 and who, with his 
Wife Hermione ( as Bockartus tells us ) were reported to 
have been turn'd into Snakes, becaufe they had two Snakes 
of Stone erected in honour of them, by the Pkosmcians. 
And if they are faid by others to have been turn'd into 
Lyons, we muft note, that in the Runick Monumental 
Stones, within the- forms of Dragons and Serpents cut 
towards the outfides of them, there were alfo wont to be 
cut in them by their Anceftors the Images of Lyons, 
Horfes, Griffins, Dogs, Hawks, and other Animals 3 and 
this to denote the dead perfons Warlike Valour, Skill in 
Horfemanfhip, Pyracy, Robbing, Hunting, &c. So he 
fays Ships are alfo vulgarly faid to be turn'd into Stones 3 
becaufe in honour of perfons deceas'd, who had been fa- 
mous for Sea-fights and Pyracy, a Stone was erected, with 
the Image of a Ship cut in it 3 of which Stones they have 
great plenty. 

And ,hence he thinks it eafie to fee that the Fables, 
JEnigma's, or Ancient Ads of the Syrians, Mgjptians, 
Greeks and Latins can fcarce be underftood by any Man, 
unlefs he has firft got good skill in their Tongue, and 
their peculiar ways of Speaking and Writing, and of their 
Ancient Monuments 3 and other things of that kind. 

Having 
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Having told as, that, their Anceftors were wont to cut 
their Rumck Letters on Stones and Brafs (as Plato alfb testi- 
fies from the Tables of Ifis or Difa, carried from the Hy- 
perboreans to the Ifle of Debs, belonging to the Greeks) 
he fays, as for the Wood, which their Anceftors chiefly 
us'd for cutting their Laws on, and making their Ruttjlafs, 
and delineating their Sea-Charts, it was of Beech >,' or the 
Service-Tree: Even Kircher, a Foreigner, teftifying it con- 
cerning the former,* and faying that thence even to this day 
in the Northern Countries they call a Bbok Buech, a Beech 
being cail'd Buecbaus : As for the Service-tree, it's cali'd in 
theGothick, Roon, Runebarftra, taking its name from the 
Runes themfelves, and is much efteem'd, as having a pecu- 
lior property for that ufe, - as may be feen ia the Author. 
From what he has faid concerning cutting in a Beech the 
Spires of Serpents, Letters, and Sea-Charts, he fays we have 
an eafy Senfe of a paffage in Orpheus concerning a Speakfng- 
Beech, and of the Speaking Beeches at Dodona, the latter im- 
plying no more, but that the FUmines Diales, or Priefts 
cut Letters on Tables of Beech, in the form of a Serpent, 
by which future things were told to thofe that confulted 
the Oracle: Whence alfo Serpents were faid to give An- 
fwers, or Oracles, inftead of Gods. 

He adds one thing here, to corroborate ^vhat he faid in 
his firft Volume, viz,, that the Letter I, in nature of a 
prop, is the firft of all the reft of the Letters, the reft be* 
isg form'd of it, with Knees (Knan) being added to it. 
Now he fays the Bird Ibis, cail'd by them a Stork, by 
reafon of his fubtilty in rinding out and devouring Serpents, 
is wont to be Pi&ured with his long Bill, holding a Ser- 
pent winding itfelf about it, after the fame manner as it's 
feen in Mercury 's Cadueeus : As therefore this Bird is cal- 
led Ibis, (o by this fame Mercury would teach the Mgyp~ 
tians that the Letter I, which is the firft in the word Ibis, 
denotes I to be the prop to all the other Letters, in their 
Runick Learning. By the long Bill of that Bird, Mercury 
PpPPPPPPPPPP would 
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would denote the Letter I's having the figure of a Staff, 
and the Serpent winding itfelf about the faid Bill, denotes 
only the formation of the reft of the Letters ^ fo that as 
the divers flexures and curvities of the Serpent are in re- 
gard to the Bill, fo is I in regard of all the Letters, form'd 
by the various Knees (Kna) in the prop I. Moreover, by 
the Serpent itfelf, that common way of their Ancestors of 
cutting Letters in the figures of Serpents is intimated. 

From what he has intimated from the flexures of Ser- 
pents, and Runes cut in them, he fays a man mayalfoeafi- 
ly underftand, why Attn, that is, Minerva, who is alfo 
called Pallas, wore Serpents on her Garments, vm. it being 
well known that Minerva is the Prefident of Sciences and 
Letters, which the Author has fhewn more than once 
to have been wont to be cut on the Spires and Skins of 
Serpents $ the was accounted a Goddefs by the Learned. 
Therefore it's worthy obfervation, that in Jier- Helmet a 
Serpent is feen, markt as it were with Runick, Letters ; this 
only denoting, that from the Brain Judgment and Know- 
ledge is drawn, for expounding memorable things* 

He tells us alio, that from feveral Monuments taken 
from the Sepulchres of their Anceftors, he finds it was ufual 
with them to frame in the Boffts of their Bucklers, made 
of Brafs, one or more Heads of Mednfa, appearing fright- 
ful from the twilled Serpents about it, and Rmick Cha- 
racters cur on it, whereby they rendered thrmfelves Invin- 
cible againft any force of Weapons : And he fays, their 
Heroes, who went from th< ir Country Eaftward, pleas'd 
themfelves in carrying fuch 5 among whom he counts the 
Valiant Agamemnon, defended, as the Author makes out 
from their Anceftors. * 

Proceeding to give an account of the Writings of their 
Anceftors on Parchment, he fays they can fcarce find any 
Writer of theirs more ancient than him mention'd in anci- 
ent Hiftories, call'd fometimes Zennoner, fometimes Semun- 
4er t &c. being born in Jjland, about the year of L'trifl 
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1057. His Works confiding of meer Rhimes mvolv'd in 
obfcure Fables, that he is now fcarce understood by the 
late I/land Poets, by whom the ancient Ifland Tongue by 
degrees has been deprav'd, by introducing new words *. 
The Author, confidering the Writings of this Semnothes, 
or Semnndur, and the form of Words, efpecially that part 
of his Writings, which is cali'd Folupe, expounding things 
done near the times of the Deftru&ion ot Troy, agrees in 
judgment with Refemus, viz. that Saxo had another Ed- 
da, more ancient, and fuller of fabulous relations, than 
the Edda of Semundus^ or Snorro, Olau* Magnus owning 
fuch an one to have been, and of which the prefent Edda 
is a fort of Compendium : And concludes that this Semnndns % 
who liv'd about the year 1050, drew what he writ from 
another more ancient than himfelf, and is wholly of opi- 
nion that there once was one of the moft antient of their 
Predeceffors in the North ufually ftil'd King, or God, cali'd 
Sentmn, or Sem, from whom (as he has mewn elfewhere) 
the Royal Family, and all the moft ancient and noble per- 
fons were cali'd Semungar (Semnones ) and whofe Verfes 
were celebrated by the Traditions of many : And others 
after him upon reading his Writings have got much Wif- 
dom, and encreafing them with the Hiftories of their 
Times, and keeping his form of Writing, either affum'd his 
Name, or were given it by the People. Now, he fays, if 
we diligently look over all the Writings afcrib'd to the 
Semnoues, we (hail find no fmall diverfity betwixt the form 
of that moft ancient Semundus, or Semnon, and the reft of 
the Semmdi that follow'd him 5 befide that the firft of 
them compos'd his Hiftory a long while before the Trojan 
War 5 thefecondcsme near the Age of the Trojans-^ a third 
brought his Writings to the times of Alexander the Great 5 
the laft, which the Author has feen, reaches the firft years 
of Chf iftianity : And therefore he willingly fubfcribes to 
the opinion of thele Iflanders, who conclude the Edda of 
the moft ancient Semundus was writ by the A/as, that is, 
Pppppppppppp a by 
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by the Gods, viz. their God, or King Semnon and his 
Progeny 3 which Opinion is ftrengthen'd by the Teftimony 
of Laertius, faying, that among the Celtes and Gauls Phi- 
iofophy had its rile from the Druids, or thofe are call'd 
Semnoikti: And as for the firft places of abode of the Celtes, 
Gauls, Semnon s and Druides, he has intimated before. 

In his fecond Chaptet he treats of the force of the Gol- 
den Number, in foretelling various things, which in his 
fecond part of his Alantka he had promis'd to give an ac- 
count of here. Which having done, he concludes this 
Chapter thus 5 the things I have related here, obferv'd by 
our Anceftors, concerning the Golden Number, are not 
therefore brought, that I think there is in it a greater force 
in foretelling future things, or more fecret efficacy, than 
in the other conjunctions of the Planets .5 but (imply to fet 
forth what our Anceftors thought concerning the motion 
of the Heavens and the Stars, on which account they were 
much celebrated by the Greeks. 

The Third Chapter treats of the Celeftial Signs, where- 
of the chief, he fays, owe their firft rife to Sweden. Here 
he fets forth, that Atlas, an Inhabitant of their Northern 
Lybia, was the In venter of Aftrology, and of the Sphere, 
or motion of the Heavens 5 and that where Hercules is 
faid to have taken away the Golden Apples, there kept by 
a Dragon, he learnt this Skill of Aftrology from Atlas 3 
and as Tor the Dragon, he fays it's worth noting that their 
Anceftors were wont to defcribe the keeping of the Golden 
Apples in the North by a Dragon, in a threefold refpeft 3 
for they call'd their Runick Stones by the name of Golden 
Apples, as being cut with Letters, the prefervers of Immor- 
tality 3 which Letters they faid were kept within the 
Spires of Serpents. 2. They reprefented the whole Baltick, 
as a Dragon winding himfelf about all the lfland, and 
keeping thefe Golden Apples. 3. The range of Stars, 
compaffing about both the Bears in Heaven, had the name 
and form of a Dragon given them by their Anceftors, 

which 
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which they circumfcrib'd within the fpace betwixt the 51 
and 53 degrees of elevation, within which Dragon &w- 
derr, together with the Baltick Sea, extends itfelf in an 
equal fpace. As for thofe that would fee the form of 
their Baltick Sea, fet forth under the figure of Hercules and 
a Dragon, he refers them to that ancient Monument fet 
forth in Begems 's Spicilegium Antiquitatk ^ where Hercules 
appears clad with a Lyons Skin, and holding in one hand 
a Club, and in the other a Golden Apple, having a Dra- 
gon under it, from whofe Belly and Feet a vaft River 
flows, by which artifice their Baltick Sea is denoted, go- 
ing under the name of a Dragon. 

As for the Signs of the Zodiack, he fays neither the 
Chaldeans, Ajfyrians, Greeks nor Latins have affign'd any 
caufe why the Names and Images of Aries, Taurus, Gemi- 
ni, &c. are given them, rather than thofe of Kings 
and Valiant Heroes : Nor can the account of thefe be 
adjufted to any Country fo well as to their North : 
Having regard to their way of computing the Year, 
he begins with Capricorn : By this he fays their Ance- 
ftors would denote nothing but their Juul Goat, Ju- 
ttnfoocketi 3 and therefore in their Runick Calendar at the 
beginning of the Year they have picWd the Horn of this 
Goat, which they us'd in their drinkings as a peculiar 
Symbol of Joy for the revolution of the Sun. Then alio- 
they were wont to call Councils for undertaking Wars, 
which alfo was intimated by the figure of a Goat, or Ca- 
pricorn, and fo the Names of Goat and Born gave the 
Name of Capricorn. Now neither the A/Jyrians, Egypti- 
ans, Gretks nor Latins, in the firft times began their Year 
from Capricorn 3 but borrowed this Cuftom from the North- 
along time after. Next Capricorn comes Aquarius, which 
is wont to be painted Emptying a great Pot of Water : for 
while the Sun is in this Sign the cold relaxes, and the 
Snow melts on the thirteenth day of the Feaft Juul, and 
the Earth in the month of February produces great Rains 
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or deep Snows 5 upon diflblving of which by the growing 
warmth, towards the end of Aquarius, many Rivers are 
every where difcover'd. The Mgyptians cannot claim this 
Sign to themfelves, becaufe the Inundation of the Nik 
begins with the Ingrefs of the Sun into Cancer, and iscom- 
pleated in ioo days 5 nor have they any Rains, or very 
rarely. In other Countries towards the South, viz. Greece, 
Syria, Italy and Spain, where-ever Snow falls, it prefently 
melts, while the Sun is in Capricorn.^ The Sign Pifces is 
moft aptly plac'd next, becaufe affoon as the fattifh fruit- 
ful moifture of the melted Snow, from various Places of 
the Lands, fubfides and flows to the Ponds and Torrents, 
the Fifties, drawn by its fweetnefs, betake themfelves to 
the Shores, and growing luftful, there engender : and their 
ancient Country-men oblerv'd this time of the year as moft 
proper for FHhingj whereas the Mgyptians take Fifti chief. 
Jy when the Nile overflows, viz. in the months of June 
and July, and efpecially in November', therefore they could 
not be the Inventers of this Sign. The fourth place is 
given to Aries, which Sign denotes the time, when the 
Snows being melted, Sheep, Goats, Swine and the like, 
are put to feed abroad. Now, this reafon can fcarce hold 
in any other Country, efpecially Southern 3 for in Ger- 
many Cattel feed abroad almoft all the Winter, and fo in 
Ajfyria, JEgypt, &c. Taurus is aptly made the fifth Sign, 
aniwering to the midft of April, and the midft of May, 
becaufe Cows and the like cannot be fent out to Paftures 
till the Grafs is pretty high, which in their Country is not 
till the faid months, near the Summer. Nor can the 
Southern Countries claim this reafon, for with them, from 
'February and March, and in Greece, Italy, Spain, Judea 
and Mgypi, all kinds of Herds may live abroad all the year. 
And by this Sign of the Bull, Antiquity would intimate, 
that at this time the Earth is Plowed and Sown with 
Barley, which in Germany isufualk' done in the month of 
March j and in Judea and JEgypt it's now in Ear; The 
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fixthSign is the Naked Twins, denoting that when the Sun 
is come to this Sign, the Water is fo warm, that Children 
may then freely wain themfeives in Rivers and Lakes, alfo 
that Saylors may then night and day fet to Sea $ for by 
fhefe Twins they chiefly denoted Cajior and Pollux (Goflor 
ockBoldur) thofe moft skilful Matters of Sea Affairs, of 
whom the former kept watch by Night, the latter by 
Day. Nor can any Southern Man, with folid Reafon, 
fay that thofe things belong to them. The Mthiopians 
and Mgyptians may wafh themfeives in Rivers all the year, 
and in other parts of the World, Sailers may fet to Sea as 
well in Winter as Summer : But in his Country it's very 
rarely the Seas or Lakes are open to Sailers, before the Sun 
enters this Sign. The Seventh Sign is Cancer, in which 
the Sun is faid to turn his courfe, and go backward like a 
Crab. Now, tho with other Nations the Sun goes away 
and returns, yet with them the Sun never is in a degree of 
Latitude in Heaven* to enlighten whole Nights with 1 his 
Rays, nor going away does he caufe fo lading darknefs,as 
to feem wholly as it were to be held under 3 fo that his 
going Crab-like and return are more fenfible to them. The 
eighth Sign is called the Lyon or Dog, chiefly for this rea- 
fon, that at this time of the year, when the Sun is in 
Sirius, whacfoever Animals are killed, and are not prefent- 
ly preferv*d, either by Boyling, Roafting or Baking, for 
Humane ufe, they are prefently corrupted or eonfum'd hf 
the heat of the Sun, as by a Lyon or Dog, the moft vora- 
cious and fiery of Animals ; and tho in other Countries 
Flem at this time rots and confumeSi yet there the heat of 
the Sun is more lafting than to anfwer but to one Sign^ 
for with fome it lafts 3, with others 4, nay, and 5 monthsj 
whereas in the Northern Countries it fcarce preffes but 
while the Sun ftays in that Sign 3 wherefore this month 
with them is peculiarly called Rotemamm. Rotmonth. The 
ninth Sign is expreft by the Image of a Virgin, holding jin 
her hand an Ear of Corn, intimating that then is the time 

of 
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of Harveft, viz. in their Augufl. Now this cannot be 
affigned to Mgypt oxAjfyria, they gathering their Haveftin 
April, May and June $ and the Greek** Italians and Spani- 
ards do it a whole month before the North. Libra, the 
tenth Sign is aptly joyned to the foregoing, anfwering to 
the months of September and OUober, becaufe after Husband- 
men had gathered a plentiful Harveft, and Thraftit out 
fomeCorn,they commene'd Fairs, and changing their Goods, 
get Salt, Flefti and Fifh for their Corn, all which things 
are done by the Balance, or Scales, as may be feen in the 
mod antientLaws of their Country.. And therefore at 
this day in the Metropolis of Sweden, Stockholm, and elfe- 
where, the greateft Fairs throughout the Kingdom are 
yearly kept about this time, for fuch changes $ whereas in 
other Countries he fcarce thinks fuch a Merchandizing, 
by change of Corn, proper at this time, their Harvefts be- 
ing gather'd long before. The eleventh Sign is the Scor- 
pion, an Animal infamous for ftinging and killing: By 
this the Ancients would intimate, that the power of the 
Sun and Earth was now wholly become dead 5 the Sun in 
the fartheft parts oiSweden lying hid under the Horizon for 
many whole days and nights together, the Earth being 
Frozen, and cover'd with Snow, producing no Fruits, and 
fo lying as a dead Carcafs. Now, with the Mgyptians 
and Ajfyrians Fruits, and Plants are at this time at their 
chief growth, for in January or February their ftanding 
Corn begins to (hoot forth into Ears. The Twelfth Sign 
is Sagittarius, becaufe that time in the North is fitteft for 
Hunting, the Snow there fallen at that time being but thin 
and unfrozen,fo that they clearly (how the footflreps of wild 
Beafts, and give a free paffage to Hunters in the Woods : 
Whereas in the months of January and February, fo great 
Snows fall, that they make Hunting very uneafy and dif- 
ficult. Nor can the Mgyptians, or Ajfyrians affert the In- 
vention of this Sign to themfelves, Snows being in a man- 
ner unknown to them, and rare in Italy and Greece, and 
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fell not but in January and lye fecure without melting t 
The Sun alfo being entred into another Sign, viz. Capri* 
com. From all thefe things the Author thinks it clearly 
appears that the nature of the Signs, and the Names and 
Images given them, are fo order'd, that they fhew what 
tnuft be duly and orderly done by Husbandmen in each 
part of the year in their Oeconomical affairs, and this ac- 
cording to the nature of the Country : And as their Anci- 
ents thought nothing more neceffary for the fupport of 
Mortals than the Cultivation of the Earth, fo they thought 
nothing more conducing to that, than a diligent obferva- 
tion of the Sun and Stars, as they aft on thefe Sublunary 
Bodies. 

The Author next proceeds to give an account of certain 
Monuments of Stone, of the JEgj/pttaps, Greeks and Ro- 
mans 3 from which he ftrengthens what he has faid con- 
cerning the 11 Cccleftial Signs, and the Oeconomical Rea- 
fonsof them: And next conliders the later Almanacks* 
both thofe that were written on Parchment by Monks, or 
others, us'd in their Country When Chriftianity was firft 
introduc'd there, about the year 806 : the ufe of the Run* 
ftafs being then by degrees taken away. And alfo the late 
printed Almanack** introduc'd with Printing, and (hews 
wfcat is retain'd in them of the Coeleftial Signs of their 
Anceftors, together with their explication, thereby to con- 
firm what he had faid before. From the Signs of the 
Zodiack he paffes to the other Celeftial Signs, and fays he 
has fhewn in his precedent Volumes, that many of them 
had a Northern Original. As for the time that the know- 
ledge of the Celeftial Bodies, under the likenefs and feign'd 
figures of Men and other Animals, came to the Greeks* 
Chaldeans and Mgyptians^ feme think Hercules, the Son of 
Thor or Jupiter and Alcmena carried it to them : But hu~ 
cian in his Traft of Aftroiogy fays this Knowledge is anci- 
ent, and the Invention of the Ancient Kings, whom the 
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Gods lov'd : And that the Greeks Heard nothing, of Aftro- 
logy from the Mihiojfians or Mgj/ptiam ; but Orpheus^ the 
Son oiOleAgrus and Calliope fir ft deliver'd thofe things to 
them, tho he did it not clearly and openly, but ctiver'd 
them under certain myftical Veils. 

In the fourth Chapter, and the five following, the 
Author treats of the tix Ages of the World. In this 
fourth he treats of the Golden Age, or the firit Age 
from the beginning of the World. Here the Author 
fays , he thinks thofe of the Learned Chriftians did. 
well, who endeavour'd to induce the Gentiles to a 
belief of the Scriptures, from the Writings of the Ge»- 
tiles themfelves , they containing a relation of many 
famous facls , which are confirm'd by the Scriptures ; 
But, he fays, if thofe Doctors had began from the Genea- 
logies of the ancient Pagan Kings, and fhewn from the 
beginning, how thefe anfwer'd, Race by Race, to the Ge- 
nealogies of the Jey>s, they would have made the Ccelefcial 
Dodrine more clear to -them ; h'nce thence they might have 
colle&ed, that he, to whom the fa& of another was im- 
puted, liv'd at the fame time with him whofeiad it was. 
And becaufe as far as he knows, no man has throughly 
handled this, he here propofes to fhew, beginning with the 
firft Age after the Creation of the World, how, both their 
Ancestors, and other Pagans, with refpecl: to Pofterity, 
from one Generation to another, have propagated many 
things agreeing, to Sacred Writ : For performing which, 
In his Accounts of the fecond, third and fourth Age, he 
has given us three Chronological Tables, And in his Ac- 
count of the Golden Age in this Chapter, he thinks it 
appears from the words of Hefiod, concerning that Age, 
jjoyn'd with the Vohfpa, and the Scriptures well confider'd, 
that their Anceftors were the firft known for Empire hi the 
World, and for their fingular Wifdom, Juftice and For- 
titude* 

The 
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The fifth Chapter treats of the fecortd, or Silver Jgc, 
which he fays was ended at the Deluge, by reafon of 
Men's Crimes. 

The fixth Chapter treats of the third Age, call'd Rocky 
or Stony, mention'd in the Volufpa : Which Age Hefed 
feems to have made the Brazen $ tho thS reft of the Anci- 
ent Greek, and Latin Poets make fome mention of it, calfd' 
Rocky, becaufe Noah's Ark refted on a Mountain, whence 
by the Northern Hiftories and the Scalds the Men of this 
Age are faid to be fprung or defcended from Mountains : 
And whereas Deucalion and his Wife are faid to have 
thrown Stones over their Heads, whence Men and Women 
fprung up, this he fays denotes Noah's Defcent with his 
Family from Mount Araret, leaving the Mountain behind 
them. 

The feventh Chapter treats of the fourth, or Brazen, or 
AJhen Age ; and began, he fays, with their King Maderm, 
or Mannus - becaufe, by reafon of his Strength and brawny 
Limbs, he was faid to be made of Ajh 5 or becaufe in his 
time their Anceftors began to ufe Darts and Clubs of Ajh 3 
the Deftru&ion of Thebes or Troy putting an end to this 
Age. 

The eighth Chapter treats concerning the fifth Age, or 
the Age of the Heroes. Here he fays it's worth noting, 
that Hejtod fays the Heroes that reniain'd after this Age 




noted, that after the deftru&ion of Troy, and the return 
of the remaining Heroes, we can find none of the Greek 
and Latin Writers, calling any King or Great Men of their 
own or other Nations by the Title of Jupiter, Neptune, 
Hercules, or Pluto .- But as thefe were ot the ftock of their 
Saturn, Jupiter, Atlas, fo thefe were only call'd by thofe 
Names of the Gods. Some of thofe Heroes marrying with 

Qqqqqqqqqqqq 2 forei § a 



( 20?t ) 
foreign Mortal Women, had Children, which therefore 
were call'd Demi-god/ s Their chief Heroes being faid to 
be Immortal, not that they did not dye, but becaufe they 
were thought to revive under the form of other Men, 
It's obferv'd that after Jupiter return'd with the fix Gods 
rbat accompany'd him from Troy, the ufe of his Name va- 
swfht alfo with the Greeks t, whence the Greek Writers con- 
clude, that after that time Jupiter cohabited no more with 
natural Women: He obferves, it was the cuftom of their 
ancient Kings and Giants not to marry with Women of 
a low ftature, leaft the Race mould expire, which cuftom 
continued till the time of Alexander the Great 5 and this 
Cuftom, he fays, continued among the Beifmgi till the be- 
ginning of the laft Age (as he was told by the Governor 
of that Province) for which reafon perhaps, they are feen, 
for the moft part, to excel the reft of the Inhabitants of 
Sweden, in bulk and ftature to this day 5 whence if a Man 
be feen to exceed the common ftature, it paffes as a com- 
mon Proverb, to call him a Long Beljinger. 

The ninth Chapter treats of the Sixth or Iron Age* Here 
(he Author quotes the Volufpa and Eefwd, giving an ac« 
count of this Age, in which all things were in confufion, 
and by the words of the Vohfpa, this Age feems to be con* 
founded in part with the former Age, and to end with 
the Trojan War- 

The tenth Chapter treats of the firft form of Govern- 
ment among the Northern Nations. Here the Author 
gives an account of the moft Ancient of their Anceftors 
that fettled themfelves in Sweden 5 and this chiefly from 
the Scripture, and fhews they were the Sons of Japheth, a- 
mong whom "the chief was Gog, which name he fays, a- 
mong them was a Title of Honour given to Kings, Heroes 
and Giants ; and therefore the firft of their Anceftors be- 
ing a Giant, was honour'd with that Title, and from the 
Pofterity of this Gog, many places of Sweden have drawn 

their 



( 2C7j ) 

their names 5 of which he gives many inftanc** : So the 
na -..iK of Magog or Mangog, in the Sveedifh Tongue, iigaifi t 
? valiant and Stout Man 5 from whence many other places 
in Sveeden have- their name& So he fays, Mejhccttr, another 
of the Suns of Jap/nth, was the Progenitor of the Fin* 
lander?, who are moft Northerly, whence they are ftill 
called Mefar. As for the name of Finlanders, they have it 
from the Sfcedes j and he mentions feveral places inFinland 
that have their name from Mejhecw. And fo from other 
Sons of Japhetk other places in Sweden have their names. 

He tells us, Greece, Ajia, India and Mgypt took the 
word Pygmy from their Country, chiefly from the Finland* 
ers 5 for thefe and the Swedes call Boys from the 7th or 
8th to the nth or 12th year Pychjw and Poikar, and Girls 
Pigor and Pikar, and Men by the Swedes are called Man, 
by the Finlanders Mias : Hence therefore Pygman, .or 
Pygmias, or Poikmias fignify one in Stature a Boy, but in 
Age a Man 5 and fo from the Laplanders and Finlanders 
the word n«yp*<©- came to the Greeks* 

Heobferves, that as no Nation in the World has been 
fo prone to Parables and obfcure defcription of things, as- 
the Swedes 5 fo they are now moft tenacious of their an« 
cient Cufbm, which, both a common Book fill'd with M* 
nigmatical queftions, and in a manner all the Epithalamia 
that come forth, fufficiently prove. 

He tells us from Scroder, that Magog v/ss the Inventer 
of the Runes $ and fays there is no room for doubting-, 
but Atinus, Atlas and Magog were one and the fame perfon.. 
And after having given a large account of the extent of 
the ancient Dominions belonging to the Northern Inha- 
bitants, he fays, as for the Sons and Grandchildren of 
Magog, or their firft Atlas, their Names writers do not 
well agree- ; yet in the fixth Generation they do much 
differ : For lie that by He/iod and Apollodorm is called Gx~ 
littSi is the fame that his Country- men and the J/landere 
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sail Kettm, Vratt-kolfe, Bum, Barikf % and this is the firft to 
whom their Anceftors afcribe the firft form oiSvpedifh Go- 
vernment. 

Being convinced of a Gigantick Race of Men, by many 
vaft Skeletons he had found in Sepulchral Monuments, he 
gives inftances of feveral Giants of a vaft Stature, who a- 
bout the time of Alexander the Great grew kis, the Goths 
about that time returning from South Scythia, or Turkey 
and Afia f being men of a TefTer ftature, and caufing a mix- 
ture of divers Nations ; and he thinks he may.fafely fay, 
that before the times of Chrift, the Men of their Country 
were 5 or 6 of their Ells in height, which he confirms by 
many Teftimonies. 

Speaking of their Cumis, which lyes beyond the Baltick, 
over againft PhUgra, he fays it was known formerly for 
horrible Magick, and the Impoftures of Witches 5 where 
Vlyfes and Mneas were feduc'd, confulting the old Fate- 
telling Cumxan Sibyl, call'd the Prophetefs of Bell, becaufe 
flie liv'd in the remoteft part North, as it were in a Sub- 
terraneous place : This Sibyl being different from the C»- 
m<ean Sibyl of Italy* 

Having fbewn in his former Volumes, that die Crofs 
was in ufe in the firft times, and cut in moft of their Ru- 
mck Monuments 5 this he fays Intimated to Pofterity, that 
•in thofe Tombs were laid the Bones of Commanders, and 
Men famous for Valour both by Sea and Land, who, 
while alive, with a vigorous Arm manag'd the Club of 
Thor or Jupiter, made like a Crofs. 

The eleventh Chapter treats of the form of Government 
of the Ailanticks, under Saturn, and his Expedition. Here 
the Author, after - a long fearch into the origin of the 
word Chetim, finds that as feme call'd the Goths, Gothi, 
Gyth<e, Geta, fo they call'd their Land Guiheim, Gythi- 
am, Chetim 5 whence he thinks he has made it plain that 
Ckitim, the Son of Javan, Grand fon of Japheth, and Great 
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Grand Con of Noah, chofe that Country for his Seat, and 
gave it his Name : He had a Son whole Name was Callus, 
or Uranus, who had Saturn or Boreus, under whom was 
the Golden Age. This Saturn had many Children and 
Grand-children, whom he made Petty Kings, and carried 
fome with him in his Expeditions, and made them Kings 
abroad over the Nations he conquer'd, hence they were 
called Tiodarar, Titans, that is, Kings of People 5 which 
Celebrated Name paft to the Greeks, Pkerecjides calling, 
them Hyperborean Titans , and the Poet Subterraneous 
Gods, or who poffeft the Seats of the hferi, in thefartheft 
parts North. Now tho Sweden had many Titans, yet the 
Houfe of Atimts or Neptune had this Prerogative, that all 
Sweden was divided into ten Countries, according to the 
number of his Sons, and the chiet Empire was in them 
and their Progeny, and one of them was chofen as Mo- 
narch j whence they were called Knrar, Electors. Thofe 
petty Kings or Cures at firft being ten, were afterward in- 
creas'd to twelve, with a presiding Monarch. When thefe 
12 Gods with their Prefident were to fit in Judgment, they 
chiefly made choice to fit under an AJh, by reafon of the 
wonderful order of its Leaves, there being fix Leaves on 
each fide the Stalk, and one on the top, fitly anfwering to 
that SefTion of the Gods : He alfo notes that Ships with 
them were call'd As far, becaufe built of Ajh' y and fays the 
name of this Tree is taken from As, a Divine Title, be- 
caufe it gives a refreshing fhade to the Gods, as they fit to 
difpenfe their Laws. He tells us alfo, they made their 
Tribunals on the tops of Mountains and Hills, and guarded 
them with Stones let in a Circle about them, of which 
Circles there are ftili many to be feen in his Country. 

the recourfe of Foreigners to Svpe- 
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den, to confult the Gods concerning pail and future 
things, he gives us fome of the chief of their Cuftotro, 
agreeing with what the Greek* a.nd Latins write. The 
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Golden Apples., reftoring the Gods therafelves to l^e, that 
is, which let forth the A&s of their Anceftors, and incite- 
ments to Virtue, and difiwafives from Vice, are Interpreted 
by him of Letters, which were cut on Stones or Wood, or 
writ on Parchment. And thefe Stones, Tables, Parch- 
ments and Lapland Tympana , from their ck&ong figure, 
have got the Name of Pine. Apples, Apples and Eggs : 
And thofe Letters that were writ on Parchment or Magical 
Tympana, were cover'd with a Gold colour, from the Bark of 
an Alder : Therefore that Alder was much efteem'd by 
their Anceftors, and is now by the Laplanders y Once from 
its Inward Bark, ground with the Teeth, they get a Gold 
colour, wherewith they Paint all kinds of Letters and 
figures on their Tympana. Now, as for what fome are faid 
to defcend into Hell carried on Alder Sticks, it is from 
thence, that in their Divinations they ufe thofe kinds of 
Sticks, in the Barks of which they had cut Letters and 
Circles, compaffing about the Stick, like the various Spires 
of Serpents. As for the God they call upon in thefe Di- 
vinations, he fays it's Saturn, and his Worflbippers -ding the 
Drum are call'd Saturnines. Therefore he that by the help of 
the Drum would feek counfel oftheGods, takes inonehand, 
a Golden Apple, in the other a Hammer made like a Crofs of 
Alder, or Horn, he ought alfo to have a Serpent, made of 
Copper, as not much differing from Gold in colour, 
which upon the beat of the Hammer on the head of the 
Drum, leaps in and out, till it fettles on fome Letter or 
Figure, mewing that to be it, from whence the Anfwer is 
given. Moreover, the Saturnine, upon beating the Drum 
a while, fell into a Trance, as tho he were dead $ and the 
Laplanders then, by miftake, thought the Soul went out 
of the Body, and having learnt many things, returned 
again 3 whereas their Anceftors, with Vlutarch, thought 
the Soul did not go out of the Body, but fome time yield- 
ed, and gave a loofe to the Genius >, which having roll'd 
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about inwardly, told.it many things it had &en and heafd 
without. Now the things they defire to fee are of various 
kinds, either the Souls of the Dead, or the A&ions of 
Men at a great diftance, or paft or future things. And he 
gives inftances of fome perfons who came from other 
Countries to theirs, to fee the Ghofts of their Anceftors 
rais'd after this manner. And Plato owns that all the 
Tradition concerning the Elyjian Fields and Bell owes 
its rife to their North, which being cut on a Table of 
Brafs* was carried by Ops from the Hyperboreans to Debt, 
belonging to the Greek*. 

The twelfth Chapter treats of Jupiter, and his form of 
Government, and Expeditions at feveral times about the 
year of the World 2100. The Author having prov'd by 
many ftrong Arguments in his precedent Volumes, that 
Jupiter was the Son of Saturn in Svoeden, and held his Em- 
pire there 5 he undertakes to (hew here that he went 
thence to other Countries and fubdued them, which has 
been the occafion various Nations and Cities claim- 
ing his place of Birth and Sepulchre to themfelves 5 a- 
mong whom he firft numbers thofe of Crete. Befides what 
he has faid in his precedent Volumes to prove Jupiter to 
have been of their Country, he fays many Names given 
him by his Country-men as well as Foreigners prove it. As 
1. The name of Thjs and TbyJJbn. 2. Dion, which name 
was alfo common to the 12 Gods or Druids conftituted 
by him to judge the People, and take care of Sacred 
Rites. 3. Thor, from which name various Cities, Villages, 
Places of Judicature, Groves, Lakes, Kings and other 
Illuftrious Perfons afterwards drew their Names. And 
their Anceftors conveyed this Royal Name of Thor to 
the Greeks and Latins, of which he gives feveral in- 
ftances. So he fays the Town Ihordona. or Tortona in 
Greece, called by t^s. Greek* Dodona, was built by Thor$ 
id that the moft ancient Oracle of the Greek*) in which 
Hrrr rrrrrrrr Thorm 
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Thorns or Jupiter was worfhipt, was called Tortona or Dodo- 
tie, the Origin of which name the Greeks could not find 3 
and no wonder, fince they confulting the Oracle concern- 
ing the names to be given the Gods were anfwered, that 
they muft ufe the barbarous names. Tbor, he fays, among 
other names given him, was call'd Fluge-gnden, from 
his driving away Magical Flies with his Hammer; the 
name Fluge-gwden being the fame with Belzebub, mention- 
ed in the Scriptures. As for the Magical Flies, they 
were Daemons in the Shape of Blue Flies, which the Fin- 
Banders kept in a Magical Pouch or Satchel, they being 
call'd by them Gan, that is Spirits, which they daily fenr. 
forth for their Magical ufes, viz. to bring them news- 
from all parts of the Univerfe, and to do things deftru&ive 
to- Men, &c. And thefe Flies were driven away by 
facrificing to Thor, tho the Viftims offer 'd by the Jews 
in the Temple at Hiemfalem were freed from Flies, by 
leafon of the Jews Faith "in God. He gives us other, 
Titles of Thor, and teaches us many other things from 
the ./Etymology of Names, too long for me to fet 
down. 

The thirteenth Chapter treats of the migration of the 
JkUxtiques under Jupiter, Bacchus, Inachus and others, to 
divers parrs of the World, as Jhracia^ Ba8ra, JEgypt, but 
efpecially into Phcenicia. 

Here the Author fets forth, that Jupiter having got a 
notable Vi&ory over the Giants and Amazons, meniioi'I 
in the precedent Chapter, this (truck a terror into other 
Nations 3 and therefore the remaining Giants, 2nd all of 
the Royal Family, whom he had driven cut of Sweden, 
fortify 'ci themfelves abroad 3 and as they oppreft ail men 
by Sea and Land, Jupiter being caiS'd to the. affiftance of 
the oppreft, at length- fubdued them, whereupon his Fams 
grew throi^ghout the World : And he undertook mar 7 
Expedition^ caufing two Goats ( Baccbi ) to be ms < ■, 
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whereof one was like a Romar bartering Ram, to batter 
down their Fortifications, iiich were made of Stones 
without Mortar, or of Wc i and Dirt : The other was 
for cafting Fire one of it, vlience he conceives the Greeks 
made their Monfter Chita*, m ; and of which two Engines he 
gives a particular deiV tption. And tells us, Jupiter, or 
ihor, Ojim and Bacchus, are but divers appellations of one 
and the fame Son fyrung from Saturn. And the fole rea- 
fon why Bacchus is pictur'd with Horns, is that he was 
formidable both by Land and Sea to Enemies, for his moft 
{harp and ftrong Horns. And their Anceftors call'd Ships 
by the Names of Catte!, Balis and Cows, and fuch were 
the Cattel of Gerion, which Hsrailes took from him. 

He fays he has fhewn before that Neptune by them was 
calPd Oggur, Aggerus, Bacon, Ake, &c. And the King- 
dom of Sweden, Ogyheim, Ogj/cia (Ogj/gia) and that under 
him, and in the t.i;::.c3 ot his Brethren and Anceftors thole 
great Expeditions were made throughout the World with 
Ships, for the moft pare by Rivers, Seas and Lakes, which 
by the Writers of the Gentiles were call'd Inundations of 
Waters. 

From the Ph&mcian Language he conceives .we may draw 
a moft firm Argument that they are a Colony of theirs i 
what he has faid before concerning the race of the Plmni- 
iktit, and the greatnefs and colour of their Bodies, con- 
firming the lame. And therefore, left any people in the 
North, or neighbouring to the Ph&nicians, mould claim 
this Glory to themfelves, he adds here for a clofe a IVJe 
of tome words in the Chief and Mother Tongues of she 
reft $ that t'hele being rompar'd with the Rnnuk or PBx- 
nicim IVoi *.< it may cksr-y appear how clote an Allegi- 
ance there is betvAvx the S'-jtcum cv Smdijh, xnd the P,W- 
mcian Languages Now thofe roo$ Ar.uc r ;t Toug-ic?, Co 
which in a manner all the reft owe ?hdr Birth, are theft- $. 
the ScjthitM or Srn&jh, th? Bssrtnkw > n Ar?wv } ih-Gcr- 
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man, Hebrew, Greek,, Latin, Sclavonian and Finn!d;, Marty 
words of each of which he has given us io \ Table, which 
being compar'd together, the Phosnician Language appears 
to be in a manner, the fame with the Scjthiv* or Swedtjb. 
Moreover, by confidering the Divine Worfhip. Cuftoms 
and Letters of the Phoenicians, he finds they owe their rife 
to the Scythians. As for the time of this Expedition of 
Thor and Bacchus, whom, as well as his chief Deputies, 
Mercurius, Inachus, and the reft, the Poets call by the 
Names oi Htrcules, Fanefins, Dionyfus and Titan^ he con- 
cludes it to have fallen in with the times of Abraham, and his 
Great Grandfather Struck, with which he finds the Scrip- 
tures to agree. 



i m* ii m mi uniTi n w m**la&immmMUmmmmMt*mmmmmi&mamm&Bmmmmpt 



tjnden^ Printed for Sam. Smith and Ben}. Walford, Printers 
to the Royal Society, at the Princes Arms in St PanY% 
Ufarck'jatd, 1705. 



